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LEESTON LEARNERS - Legends in the Making 
 
Ko nga akonga o He Puna Karumata 
He rangatira mo apopo 
 
Thursday 19th September 2024 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mā to pou, te whare e tū ai 

By its pillars, the house will stand 
 
 

 
 
 

Our production “Leeston’s Got Talent” was such an amazing celebration of learning, and such a wonderful 
way to end the term – I was so very very proud of all our performers – I just loved it from start to finish.  A 
HUGE thank you to our amazing staff who have made this possible, and to our spec-tac-u-lar performers 
for their incredibly lively and such well rehearsed routines!  A special mihi too, to Lisa McClure for her 
wonderful IT support and the incredible work she has put in behind the scenes to bring it all together.  
The Arts are alive and humming at Leeston Consolidated School, and it makes my heart sing!  Tino pai 
rawa atu! 
 
I am away on leave from until the end of term (back Tuesday 15th October) to travel to Finland for a 
Principal’s Tour of Finnish schools.  I am taking this as part of the principals’ collective agreement which 
provides access to professional supervision, coaching and wellbeing support for principals.  The fund is 
held by the School Board and is accessed by the principal for the purpose of accessing professional 
coaching and support in their leadership role.  I am really looking forward to seeing the Finnish education 
system and bringing back lots of wonderings and ideas! 
 
Although we still have one week to go, I wish every one of you a wonderful term break, and hope you find 
some time to have some rest and relaxation with friends and family.  I look forward to seeing you all again 
at the start of term 3.  
 
Nga mihi nui 
Lynda Taylor 
Tumuaki 
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CLASS PLACEMENTS FOR 2025 
Team leaders will be meeting early next term to begin compiling classes for 2025. If you have any 
information regarding the learning needs of your child for 2025 in regard to class placements that you 
would like us to be aware of, please email principal@leeston.school.nz before the end of term 3, Friday 
27th of September. Please be aware that we cannot action requests for individual teachers. 
 
MANA AKE 
Craig Sage is available without referral for 30 minutes free advice / listening sessions at a time suitable to 
you.  Guidance around adult / parent/child relationships or unmet needs.  Drop in can be by zoom with 
appointment or booked on Tuesday when Craig is at school.  Contract Craig on craig.sage@sjog.org.nz 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School photos are being taken on Tuesday 15th October - second day of term 4, starting at 9.00am 
sharp.    Please ensure your children are wearing the correct school uniform and that their appearance is 
neat and tidy.    
 
Forms will come home next week to the oldest child in your family if you require a family photo with 
siblings here at school.  These will need to be completed and returned to the school drop box by the end 
of term so this information can be collated and handed to the photographer.    
 
 
HEALTH EDUCATION 

On Wednesday 16 October (week 1, term 4) we will be holding a health meeting to discuss some aspects 

of the Personal Health and Physical Development curriculum. Every two years we consult with the 

community and ensure we are meeting the needs of the children. During term 4, students will gain some 

knowledge and understanding relating to physical health and development. Each syndicate will present 

an overview of what is being taught. We will also have a health questionnaire that will be emailed out to 

all parents next term. 

 

Health Education Meeting 

When: Wednesday 16 October (week 1, term 4) 

Where: Leeston School Staffroom 

Time: 7pm 

All Parents and guardians are welcome from all year levels 

 
 
 
LITERACY WEEK 
Week 1, term 4 will be an exciting week for literacy. We will be organising a number of activities around 
books for the students. Parents and grandparents are welcome to come into school to read to children at 
morning tea. The library will be open from 10.40 - 11.00am every morning to enable interested parents to 
read to their children or a group of children.  The library will also be open from 1.30 -2.00pm with 
different activities for the children to enjoy. 
 
Bring a book on Thursday 17th October to join in on our Book Swap event. 
 
At the end of the week on Friday 18 October we will be having a book character parade at 9.10am. 
Students are welcome to dress up as a book character and if they can bring the book too that would be 
great! 
 
Literacy Team 

mailto:craig.sage@sjog.org.nz
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MINDPLUS 

 

This year a group of our students have been given the opportunity to work once a week with Mrs 
Shalfoon following the MindPlus curriculum. MindPlus offers a specialised programme that: develops 
children's thinking and conceptual skills; allows them to dive into passion areas; and helps build the social 
and emotional skills they need to thrive. 
Yesterday we were fortunate to receive a visit from Madelaine who oversees MindPlus in NZ. She 
discussed times our brains are in a state of flow and times they're not and the group then created what 
their brains are currently feeling.  
 
 
 
AUDITION RESULTS 2024 
Congratulations to Harper for being selected for the 
Representative Groups of The Lions Christchurch Schools' Music 
Festival.  Over 550 children auditioned for 310 places and our 
very own Leeston Legend, Harper, was successful!!   
 
We are so proud of you Harper and are really looking forward to 
hearing you in the representative choir at the festival.  

 

 

 

WFS SAUSAGE SIZZLE AND FLAVOURED MILK 

Don’t forget to order a sausage and some flavoured milk as the WFS are a having 

sausage sizzle on Monday 23rd September! 

Order through www.lunchonline.co.nz - $2 each 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lunchonline.co.nz/
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SPORTS UPDATE 

 

Athletics 

Next term we hold our athletics day on Wednesday 30 October at Ellesmere College for all the year 3 - 6 

students. The children will be training in the lead up to this event. We will send a permission notice home 

in the first week of term 4 to inform parents what is happening. We look forward to having parents 

support this and volunteer their help. 

The long-distance run will be held on Thursday 17 October (week 1, term 4). I will need parents to help 

out with this. Over the holidays keep training and running to maintain fitness levels. 

 

Leeston School Athletics: 30 October PP 31 October (week 3, term 4) 

Ellesmere Zone: Wednesday 6 November PP Friday 8 November 

Canterbury Athletics: Wednesday 27 November 

 

Canterbury Duathlon 
Congratulations to Dylan, Blake and Floyd for competing in the Canterbury Duathlon at Ruapuna. This is 
always a big event with lots of children involved. A big thank you to parents for taking the children and 
helping out with marshalling and packing up. 

Blake got 56th, Floyd 96th  and Dylan 101st in their races. Old Leeston legend, Riley Hillier (year 7) also 
did really well in his race - 7th place! Kia kaha tamariki! Be proud of your achievements. 
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EAST CLUB 

A big thank you to everyone who has done their Animal EAST project.  

This year we have brought the EAST day date forward to align closer with the A&P show. Which means 
the projects must be completed before the holidays this year in order for your teachers to mark them in 
time. This allows us to calculate how many entries we have and how many judges/prizes we need before 
the event.  If this is a problem please let me know. Thank you everyone for entering and making the day a 
success. 
Lesley Stoliker  - eastclub22@gmail.com 

 

 

2024 HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR HELPERS FORM 

On the 3rd of November the Whānau, Friends and School are holding a House and Garden Tour.  Displaying 8 

wonderful homes around our local community.  For this to be a success we rely on the support of our school 

community.  We are requiring helpers in several areas... Please have a think, and let us know how you can help 

support our MAJOR fundraiser for this year. Please click the link below. 

House and Garden Help 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEKVyCViBaRYL33Pz9DT97FEZ314pXJy_fZOuhM3T4NCslBw/viewform
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LEESTON’S GOT TALENT 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 
Please refer to our website for further information 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

BUSY BUMBLES Before and After School Care at Leeston School: 
Our fun-filled before and after school programme runs from 7-8.30am and 3-
6pm daily during term time. 
We are based in the room adjacent to the hall, at Leeston School. 
All bookings are done via the Enrolmy website.  Click here to book into Leeston 
Before/After School Care: 
https://enrolmy.com/busy-bumbles#/name/%25leeston%25 
 
 

Check out this handy information sheet regarding the OSCAR Subsidy that is available to whānau. 
 
Out of School Care and Recreation (OSCAR) Subsidy is a payment which helps families with the costs of before and 
after school care for up to 20 hours per week, and school holiday programmes for up to 50 hours per week. 
 
Quick Links 
https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/products/a-z-benefits/oscar-subsidy.html 
Childcare Assistance Application Form - https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/.../childcare-and-oscar... 
 
Email Application Form to: Centralised_childcare_reviews@msd.govt.nz 
 
https://www.busybumbles.co.nz/Information/Subsidy-Information/ 
 
Any questions, email Busy Bumbles accounts@busybumbles.co.nz 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__enrolmy.com_busy-2Dbumbles-23_name_-2525leeston-2525&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=dE_-T2m05ZrqF6OHFGk5e41jxGDgt_UOCX95KgXWkrc&m=g6r1RxargurzyFVQRUw6xl-SxTmWxNuSJZ4JA_jAkoHn-l7Y1QSJ4FB3BN7A7e-p&s=xOQJY1kiIBMGuQBkwayu7POYsTSRqdzOaf8XD5CVnzA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.workandincome.govt.nz_products_a-2Dz-2Dbenefits_oscar-2Dsubsidy.html&d=DwMF_w&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=4C29Kc50jYdlIYrDWn6Q-cNEgi05C5TI5-SnesiYf16E0MHxF5bxSJcDLE0qPoDp&s=xWFFT2y1RxywFMqM4ECVxc993ozaClPysVhjXpL4x4k&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.workandincome.govt.nz_..._childcare-2Dand-2Doscar&d=DwQF_w&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=4C29Kc50jYdlIYrDWn6Q-cNEgi05C5TI5-SnesiYf16E0MHxF5bxSJcDLE0qPoDp&s=AmEpLGqND6X0bKCgWWwgYTvfbnccqZGFKcYWFkerBJA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.busybumbles.co.nz_Information_Subsidy-2DInformation_&d=DwMF_w&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=4C29Kc50jYdlIYrDWn6Q-cNEgi05C5TI5-SnesiYf16E0MHxF5bxSJcDLE0qPoDp&s=BNlo-aqCAvnW_XLYAPiTYiI4MSxrIhfmE-w5RH8NZXs&e=
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Canterbury Kidz Kartz 

An invitation for anyone interested in joining Kidz Kartz, and a friendly reminder for our Kidz Kartz Families!    
Kidz Kartz offers horse crazy children the opportunity to learn everything about horse care, maintenance, how to 
handle and drive ponies, race day preparation, and even the chance to race at official race day meetings!  
The Kidz Kartz initiative is to offer all children (aged 8-16 years) the opportunity to experience working with 
miniature horses and ponies. And learn everything they need to know to be able to pursue a career in the equine 
industry or own a horse of their own one day!  
 
Registration Details: 
Wednesday 25th September 
Riccarton Park Racecourse, training area off Racecourse Road 
4:30pm - 5:30pm  
 
For more information please find us on Facebook - Kidz Kartz & Pony Trust Canterbury or email 
kidskartscanterbury@gmail.com.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 

 

mailto:kidskartscanterbury@gmail.com

